What is the first mitz-
vah the Jewish peo-
ple observed upon
entering the land of
Israel?

(@) The mitzvah of walking in the Land of Israel
(b) The mitzvah of driving aggressively

(c) The mitzvah of waving some barley in the air
(d) The mitzvah of not wearing wool and linen
together

(e) The mitzvah of buying wholesale

(f) The

mitzvah of spitting in a shoe

Technically, if you gave answer A,
you're probably correct. Although
perhaps the mitzvahs of believing in
nd loving God came first. If they were

g

hinking about God as they entered the

land and not, “Ooo, that part of the river
bank is muddy, | better be careful not to
/step there.” It's funny how we can some-

times miss the opportunities in the most
profound moments because of some-

thing silly. But that's not what today’s

Dvar Torah is about, so please don't

let me distract you. Now I’'m making
silly faces. | told you not to be dis-
tracted... why won't you listen?
\The Midrash actually

way

lists the
Korban Omer as the first mitzvah the Jews ful-
filled when they entered Israel (they must not
have worn tefillin on chol hamoed). The Omer
was a barley offering that was gathered and
waved about on the second day of Passover,
thanking God for the produce that had grown. The
Midrash continues by telling us that it was this
Omer offering, brought upon entry to Israel that
actually earned us the right to enter Israel. Itis
the reason, the Midrash explains, that Israel was
promised to Abraham. It couldn’t be
the mitzvah of circumcision, because
many Jews had already done that in
Egypt. It also couldn’t have been the
mitzvah of celebrating Passover, be-
cause that, too, was done in Egypt. The
Omer offering was never done before,
and was a new Israel- based mitzvah.
When | read this Midrash, it occurred
to me how strange it sounded. If you
had asked me, I'd have told you that we
earned the right to Israel because of a
mitzvah we had done. That's the way
things work, isn't it? You do some-
thing good, you get a reward. If you
do something right, you earn the 1
A

e next posi-
as\\em 'FOI" SP 0 .
would yé’l'f:"mg this wee\ﬁ’ﬁf
nSider sponsor\™

.cod@
epis® \
' neP"so&e

rarte ¥



tive incentive. Right? Well, that’s not how God works. It's not
a game of action and reward.
God wanted us to earn Israel by what we were going to do
WITH it, not by what we’d done beforehand. So the mitzvah
they were GOING to do in Israel is a much better reason than
mitzvahs we had already done. I'll illustrate this with some
grammar. If you hate grammar, close your ears. Of course,
since you're reading this with your eyes, closing your ears
won't help much. Oh well. | tried to save you. One of the
Hebrew words for ‘why’ is Lama (not the animal). If you
'break down the word, it is 'mah- for what- for what end
purpose. A reason for something shouldn’t be based on
what happened in the past, but on what will happen, in the

P Loo8, AN ‘ future, because of this. Living in the future is a much better

LE"R"';'” = " ~investment than living in the past.
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GALACTICALLY SYNDICATED
COMIC STRIP

by Dani Locker, 2023

My Rabbiis o humble, he
always eats so that people

My Rabbiis su?er holy!
don’t know he’s fasting!

He’s so great, he fasts every
day except Shabbos!

..isn’t that your
Rabbi sitting there
eating a sandwich?




Stump the Rabbi is a forum wher-e kids can ask ANY Jewish
qyes ion.

Have a question? Please send it in to stump@nageelawest.org

(Most) questions here are real. Names and some wording have been changed.
Note & Disclaimer: We call this
‘Stump The Rabbi’ for fun, but that's not
really the point. The goal is to learn something important in an interesting way.
The answers here should not be taken as halachic decisions. You should always ask a
competent Rabbi personally.

Hi Rabbi,

Do Jews believe in angels? What are they?
Some kind of spirits with wings? Pieces of God? Harp

#239 players? A motorcycle gang? Holy people? I'm so confused
about different messaging about what angels are. Please
help.

Los Angeles
Thanks,

Dear Gabriel,

The Angels are a baseball team based in Anaheim,
California (ironically, not in the city of angels).

Have a Nageela Shabbos,
The Rabbi.

WHAAAAT?
Want some more? Can't you tell I'm trying to
avoid answering this question? So, how's the
weather?

What, you think I'm still avoiding the question?
Nope. I'm not. Weather is an angel. Kind of. I'll
explain what | mean, but first let me give a big,
chunky disclaimer. Libraries can be filled with
how much we DON'T know about the spiritual
reality of existence, including angels. Much of
this falls into the category of kabbalah, which I
could write, but the paper would explode. May-
be. Or maybe I just don't know enough about it.
What I'm trying to say is that although I can give
areally, really, really, re- ally, really, really,
really, really, really, really, reallg, really,
really, really, really, really,
really, really, really, really,
really, really, really, really,
really, really, really, really, re-
ally, really, really, really, really,
really, really, really, really, real-
Iy, really, really, really, really superficial

Gabriel Michaels

explanation of what angels are, please do
not take my words as anything close to a
complete answer. What I'll write hereis
one part of one approach to understand-
ing the intricate and confusing reality of
spiritual beings.

First what angels are not: Angels are not
creatures with wings and one leq. Also,
the prophets describe angels as creatures
with wings and one leg. What? That's
because it's symbolism. Angels are not
physical beings. Angels are not physical
beings. On the most fundamental lev-

el, we need to translate the word 'angel’
which is itself a translation of the Hebrew
word 'malach’' or messenger (the Greek
word angelos means messenger). ANY
thing, person, spiritual entity or scientific
rule that does God's will is in the general
category of 'malach.’ Human prophets
were called malachim. Wind is called a
servant of God. | suppose that gravity,
bacteria or photosynthesis are all consid-
ered angels be- cause they are forces
en- ing the will of God. We
speak of each rock and

‘an angel '

The truth s, there are lots
of different types of spiritu-
al beings. Some sources count ten
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