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Many thanks to Hashem for sponsoring this week’s episode!

What is the first mitz-
vah the Jewish peo-
ple observed upon 
entering the land of 

Israel?

(a) The mitzvah of walking in the Land of Israel
(b) The mitzvah of driving aggressively
(c) The mitzvah of waving some barley in the air
(d) The mitzvah of not wearing wool and linen 
together
(e) The mitzvah of buying wholesale
(f) The mitzvah of spitting in a shoe

Technically, if you gave answer A, 
you’re probably correct.  Although 

perhaps the mitzvahs of believing in 
and loving God came first.  If they were 

thinking about God as they entered the 
land and not, “Ooo, that part of the river 
bank is muddy, I better be careful not to 

step there.”  It’s funny how we can some-
times miss the opportunities in the most 

profound moments because of some-
thing silly.  But that’s not what today’s 

Dvar Torah is about, so please don’t 
let me distract you.  Now I’m making 
silly faces.  I told you not to be dis-

tracted… why won’t you listen?
The Midrash actually 

lists the 
Korban Omer as the first mitzvah the Jews ful-
filled when they entered Israel (they must not 
have worn tefillin on chol hamoed).  The Omer 
was a barley offering that was gathered and 
waved about on the second day of Passover, 
thanking God for the produce that had grown.  The 
Midrash continues by telling us that it was this 
Omer offering, brought upon entry to Israel that 
actually earned us the right to enter Israel.  It is 
the reason, the Midrash explains, that Israel was 
promised to Abraham.  It couldn’t be 
the mitzvah of circumcision, because 
many Jews had already done that in 
Egypt.  It also couldn’t have been the 
mitzvah of celebrating Passover, be-
cause that, too, was done in Egypt.  The 
Omer offering was never done before, 
and was a new Israel- based mitzvah.
When I read this Midrash, it occurred 
to me how strange it sounded.  If you 
had asked me, I’d have told you that we 
earned the right to Israel because of a 
mitzvah we had done.  That’s the way 
things work, isn’t it?  You do some-
thing good, you get a reward. If you 
do something right, you earn the 
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QUESTION OF THE WEEK
Scenario:  There is a kohen in shul as the torah reading begins.  

he’s not in middle of praying, nor is he disqualified for any other reason.
yet, a yisrael is called up for the first aliyah.  

why???
NO CHEATING
answer on page 4

My Rabbi is super holy!
He’s so great, he fasts every 

day except Shabbos!

UMMM...

My Rabbi is so humble, he 
always eats so that people 

don’t know he’s fasting!

...isn’t that your 
Rabbi sitting there 

eating a sandwich?
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tive incentive.  Right?   Well, that’s not how God works.  It’s not 
a game of action and reward.
God wanted us to earn Israel by what we were going to do 
WITH it, not by what we’d done beforehand.  So the mitzvah 
they were GOING to do in Israel is a much better reason than 
mitzvahs we had already done. I’ll illustrate this with some 
grammar.  If you hate grammar, close your ears.  Of course, 
since you’re reading this with your eyes, closing your ears 
won’t help much.  Oh well.  I tried to save you.  One of the 
Hebrew words for ‘why’ is Lama (not the animal).  If you 
break down the word, it is l’mah- for what- for what end 
purpose.  A reason for something shouldn’t be based on 
what happened in the past, but on what will happen, in the 
future, because of this.  Living in the future is a much better 
investment than living in the past.

VEGAS			   utah



Hi Rabbi,

Do Jews believe in angels?  What are they?  
Some kind of spirits with wings?  Pieces of God?  Harp 
players?  A motorcycle gang?  Holy people?  I’m so confused 
about different messaging about what angels are.  Please 
help.

Thanks,
Gabriel Michaels

Dear Gabriel,

The Angels are a baseball team based in Anaheim, 
California (ironically, not in the city of angels).

Have a Nageela Shabbos,

The Rabbi.

WHAAAAT?
Want some more?  Can’t you tell I’m trying to 
avoid answering this question?  So, how’s the 
weather?
What, you think I’m still avoiding the question?  
Nope.  I’m not.  Weather is an angel.  Kind of.  I’ll 
explain what I mean, but first let me give a big, 
chunky disclaimer.  Libraries can be filled with 
how much we DON’T know about the spiritual 
reality of existence, including angels.  Much of 
this falls into the category of kabbalah, which I 
could write, but the paper would explode.  May-
be.  Or maybe I just don’t know enough about it.  
What I’m trying to say is that although I can give 
a really, really, really, re- ally, really, really, 
really, really, really, really, really, really, 
really, really, really, really, really, 
really, really, really, really, really, 
really, really, really, really, 
really, really, really, really, re-
ally, really, really, really, really, 
really, really, really, really, real-
ly, really, really, really, really superficial 

explanation of what angels are, please do 
not take my words as anything close to a 
complete answer.  What I’ll write here is 
one part of one approach to understand-
ing the intricate and confusing reality of 
spiritual beings.
First what angels are not: Angels are not 
creatures with wings and one leg.  Also, 
the prophets describe angels as creatures 
with wings and one leg.  What?  That’s 
because it’s symbolism.  Angels are not 
physical beings.  Angels are not physical 
beings.  On the most fundamental lev-
el, we need to translate the word ‘angel’ 
which is itself a translation of the Hebrew 
word ‘malach’ or messenger (the Greek 
word angelos means messenger).  ANY 
thing, person, spiritual entity or scientific 
rule that does God’s will is in the general 
category of ‘malach.’  Human prophets 
were called malachim.  Wind is called a 
servant of God.  I suppose that gravity, 
bacteria or photosynthesis are all consid-
ered angels be- cause they are forces 
en- act- ing the will of God.  We 
even speak of each rock and 

blade of grass having 
‘an angel.’  

The truth is, there are lots 
of different types of spiritu-

al beings. Some sources count ten 
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Stump the Rabbi is a forum where kids can ask ANY Jewish 
question. 

Have a question? Please send it in to stump@nageelawest.org

(Most) questions here are real. Names and some wording have been changed.
Note & Disclaimer: Note & Disclaimer: We call this 

‘Stump The Rabbi’ for fun, but that’s not 
really the point. The goal is to learn something important in an interesting way.

The answers here should not be taken as halachic decisions.  You should always ask a 
competent Rabbi personally.
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ANSWER OF THE WEEK
QUESTION ON PAGE 2

HEY! STOP! THINK FIRST.  NO PEEKING!HEY! STOP! THINK FIRST.  NO PEEKING!

The minyan is populated by all kohanim, and only one yisrael.  in 
that scenario, the yisrael gets the first aliyah.
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HBDHBD Did you know the sun never 
went to college?

Yet it still has like a 
million degrees.
Think you can do better?  You’re probably right. 
Send your jokes in to dlocker@nageelawest.org

levels of angels, and several planes of existence. 
Plus, there are all kinds of other pseudo spiritual 
beings which we won’t go into.  Maybe someday 
you’ll spend the time to think about and try to 
understand what all those things mean.  Today is 
not that day.
Our sages tell us that angels can only do one job.  
That’s because the definition of an angel is a force 
of God’s will.  So if God’s will is for someone to 
heal, then that ‘angel’ can’t do something else.  
If an angel’s job is to control the weather, that 
means it’s supposed to do exactly the opposite of 
the forecast.   “But hey!”  you might ask.  “There 
are stories of angels with physical forms, like the 
ones who visited Abraham and Jacob!  There are 
stories of angels defying God’s command!  How 
does that fit with what you just said, Rabbi?”  I 
told you this stuff is hard to understand!  But 
seriously, good question, and we’ll continue this 
conversation next week.  Or not.  We’ll see how 
brave I’m feeling.  For now, let’s just leave with the 
understanding that ‘angels’ are spiritual forces 
with no bodies, whose sole existence is to func-
tion as God’s agents.  By the way, do you know 
how angels light a candle?  With a match made in 
heaven.

Have a Nageela Shabbos,
					   

The Rabbi

LAS VEGAS KIDS, JOIN US AT BRUSTERS 
ICE CREAM EVERY MONDAY!

4/6 GRADERS FROM 5-6PM
7/8 GRADERS FROM 6-7PM


