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Dotan was excited!  It 
was the 49th day since 
the Jews had left Egypt, 
and they were camped 

at Mount Sinai waiting for 
the special moment.  Moses had announced that 
on the following morning they would officially 
receive the Torah.  That sounded amazing!  He 
had one problem, though.  Dotan really didn’t like 
crowds.  He remembered how it was, waiting to 
get into the tunnels at the sea (not wading to get 
in, because it was dry- just waiting), with so many 
people crowded together.  Now with all the Jewish 
people camped at the foot of the mountain, and 
everyone all friendly and getting along, he was 
starting to get a bit uncomfortable.  He cringed just 
thinking about it.

“I know how it’s going to be.” He told his 
friend.  “Moses is going to come down 
from the mountain, everyone is going to 
crowd in to learn the holy Torah, and I’ll 
get my feet stomped on 600,000 times!  
Even if we crowd in, there will be so 
many people that it’s not like we’ll ac-
tually be able to spend any time learn-
ing from or speaking to our leader Moses.  I really 
want to gain the awesomeness of the Torah, but I’d 
rather avoid the crush.  What should I do?”

His friend Gavriel thought for a moment and then 
came up with a plan. “Why don’t we go camping 
for a couple of days.  We’ll get some 

peace and quiet.  Then, when we get back, we will 
be able to speak to Moses directly and get some 
personal Torah study time with the greatest teach-
er of all time!  There won’t be as many people, so 
we’ll be able to get in more easily!”

You probably know how this story ends (and yes, I 
only make up true stories).  In trying to ‘avoid lines’ 
and come up with the most ‘strategic’ way to learn 
Torah, Gavriel and Dotan missed out on the great-
est and most spiritually uplifting experience any 
human being has ever had.  Yes, there’s benefit to 
having one-on-one time with a great teacher like 
Moses, yet there’s a reason God revealed His glory 
to the entire nation.  It was a moment to change a 
nation forever.

Sometimes we overthink things.  We 
want to plan the perfect experience, the 
best birthday present, the most amazing 
vacation, the most inspirational Torah 
class, the funniest story.  And in doing 
so, it’s possible to miss opportunities for 
growth.  If a chance for something positive 
comes our way, it’s usually a good idea to 

grab onto it.  

What is the most important mitzvah?  The one 
that’s in front of you now!

DVAR
 TORAH

In the Box
by Rabbi Dani Locker

Season 7, Ep
isode 32 

SHAVUOS 5783
May 26th, 2023

Registration is 
open for Camp 
Nageela West 

2023
nageelawest.
org/summer

Registration is 
open for Camp 
Nageela West 

2023
nageelawest.
org/summer

Would YOU consider sponsoring an episode?
Many thanks to the Streiter family for sponsoring this week!
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I’m so sorry!  What is 
wrong?  Is the food 

bad?
No.  I can’t complain 

about the food.

What’s the problem?
I can’t complain!

Doctor!  Doctor!
I’d like to transfer to a 

different hospital!

Is the bed 
uncomfortable?  

The medical care?
No.  I can’t complain 

about the bed or 
the medical care. Because I LIKE 

to complain!

If you have no com-
plaints, why do you 

want to leave?

PICKL E
by Dani Locker, 2023

JEW S

QUESTION OF THE WEEK
How does the name ‘RUT’ (OR RUS, DEPENDING ON YOUR PRONOUNCIATION) 

HINT TO SOMEONE CONVERTING TO JUDAISM?
NO CHEATING
answer on page 4
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Hi Rabbi,

Shavuos is the holiday commemorating the giving of the 
Torah, right?  So why doesn’t the Torah say that!  If I under-
stand correctly, the Torah calls Shavuos the harvest festi-
val, but doesn’t mention Mount Sinai, the Torah or anything 
of the sort.  What’s up with that?

Thanks,
Chase Nye

Dear C. Nye,

What two mountains were involved in the 
holiday of Shavuos?
Har Sinai and Har Vest.

In our prayers for Shavuos, we mention that 
it is the festival of the giving of the Torah. 
It’s definitely a theme of the holiday.  That 
said, we certainly shouldn’t ignore that the 
Torah calls it chag hakatzir- the festival of 
the harvest.  We should make sure to cele-
brate and thank God for the harvest, mean-
ing our financial success.  But the big ques-
tion, one that has been addressed by many 
thinkers through the ages, including YOU, is 
this: If Mount Sinai and the Torah is a theme 
of Shavuos, and it IS a big deal, why doesn’t 
the Torah mention EVEN ONCE any connec-
tion between the holiday 
and the Torah?  Not once!
There are a few ideas to 
help explain this mystery.  
The Torah, by purposely 
leaving out the most im-
portant part of Shavuos 
is sending us a message.  
One idea is the message 
that Torah has to be ac-
cepted personally.  Mak-
ing a large celebration 

about the national acceptance of the Torah 
might distract us from the need to connect 
to Torah on a personal level.
Another idea (Maharal) is that Torah puts 
some intensely difficult obligations upon us.  
Don’t get me wrong, the Torah is awesome!  
It guides us to a happier, more meaningful 
life, and helps us become better people.  We 
certainly should celebrate having the To-
rah, yet God didn’t want to obligate us to 
celebrate the Torah, because after all, he is 
obligating us to keep it, too!  Celebrating 
it should be OUR choice.  It’s kind of like a 
surgery.  If someone needs surgery which 
helps them have a healthier life, they should 
celebrate.  But perhaps the doctor who did 
the cutting shouldn’t be the one to throw 
the party.

One final idea (I don’t 
mean that these are the 
only ideas- there are 
more, but these are the 
only ones I’m sharing to-
day): A marathon is 26.2 
miles.  Yes, I know that’s 
a weird length.  Over a 
million people per year 
run marathons.  It’s a long 
race.  Running 5 miles is 
also good for your health, 
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Stump the Rabbi is a forum where kids can ask ANY Jewish 
question. 

Have a question? Please send it in to stump@nageelawest.org

(Most) questions here are real. Names and some wording have been changed.
Note & Disclaimer: Note & Disclaimer: We call this 

‘Stump The Rabbi’ for fun, but that’s not 
really the point. The goal is to learn something important in an interesting way.

The answers here should not be taken as halachic decisions.  You should always ask a 
competent Rabbi personally.
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ANSWER OF THE WEEK
QUESTION ON PAGE 2

HEY! STOP! THINK FIRST.  NO PEEKING!HEY! STOP! THINK FIRST.  NO PEEKING!

EVERY LETTER IN HEBREW REPRESENTS A NUMBER.  RUT IS SPELLED רות 
which equals 606.  since non- jews have seven commandments they 
are supposed to keep, 606 is the amount of new mitzvos accepted by 

a convert!

THOU
GHTSDE

EP Did you ever consider that the 
early worm gets eaten first?
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Why were all the Jews at Sinai 
overweight?

They’d just spent seven weeks 
living in the dessert

Think you can do better?  You’re probably right. 
Send your jokes in to dlocker@nageelawest.org

and 
somewhat impres-

sive, but obviously nowhere on 
the scale of 26.2 miles.  So you’re at the Kalamazoo 
marathon (I don’t know if Kalamazoo has a mara-
thon, but it is a real place), and everyone starts run-
ning (not you… just everyone else).  They run a mile, 
2 miles, 3,4, 7 miles. They run 10, 15 miles.  They’re 
sooo tired.  They run 20 miles.  21 miles.  Then you 
join in and run the final 5.2 miles with them.  Yes, it’s 
cool that you ran 27,456 feet, or more impressively, 
329,472 inches.  Should you celebrate your accom-
plishment?  Sure!  Does it make sense for the town of 
Kalamazoo to make a sign commemorating your 5.2 
mile run?  Not so much.
We Jews accepted the Torah at Mount Sinai just 
about 3,335 years ago.  But the truth is the Torah 
predates that by about, umm, infinity.  The Torah 
predated the universe.  Predated time.  People long 
before Mount Sinai (like our forefathers) studied 
and followed Torah laws.  Should we celebrate our 
relatively short, 3000ish year relationship with the 
Torah?  Yes, of course!  But for the Torah itself to 
mandate a celebration of Mount Sinai would 
be a little like celebrating the 5.2 mile run-
ner.  Nothing in comparison to the grandeur 
of the full product.
I suppose we’re trying to make a molehill 
out of a mountain.

Have a Nageela Shabbos,
					   

The Rabbi

LAS VEGAS KIDS, JOIN US AT BRUSTERS 
ICE CREAM EVERY MONDAY!

4/6 GRADERS FROM 5-6PM
7/8 GRADERS FROM 6-7PM

Why was Sinai humble?

He never thought he’d amount 
to much

Y OU W IL L MAKE T HE 
DI F F ERENCE!

June 18-19
Camp Nageela West has helped hundreds 
of WEST COAST Jewish kids and teens 

connect to meaningful Judaism.

This June we’re raising $100,000 because 
our job is far from finished!

WE’RE ASKING FOR PARTNERS to 
join us NOW and become matchers for 
this campaign.  Please contact dlocker@

nageelawest.org to make a difference!
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