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candle Vighting

Henderson 5:06
Las Vegas 5:07
Reno 5:21

San Diego 5:18
Irvine 5:20

Los Angeles 5:22
Oakland 5:33
Park City 5:46
Scottsdale 5:57
Honolulu 6:13

Exactly how much is an oodle? | dunno, but sponsoring an
episode of NS will earn you oodles and oodles of blessings!
Contact dlocker@nageelawest.org for details

Halves & Halve Nots

by Rabbi Dani Locker
“Ok everyone, we need a count.”

The buses had just reached the
museum’s front gate for their
annual field trip on prehistor-
ic pickle fossils (what do you
mean that’s not a thing? It must
be a thing). The whole school
was there and the ticket office
wanted an exact count of stu-
dents before letting anyone in
(you can’t just let anyone in to
see pickle fossils; they’re in high
demand).

“Alright students. Everyone hold
up your textbook. Good. Now

rip it in half. Yes, in half. Now

hand in half your book. The mu-
seum will count whole books and
double the number to know how
many of you there are.”

Does that sound as -
silly to you as it sounds ¢ G5
to me?

No, not the ,
part about i«
fossilized pick-
les. Everyone \
knows pickles
rock... | mean the
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part about ripping the books in
half. If you want to count people
by using objects, why use HALF
an object? It seems so much
easier and more efficient to use
a whole item.

This seems to be what Moses
did. It was time for a census, for
a counting of the Jewish people.
We’re not allowed to count the
Jewish people directly (for more
on that, take a look at Nagee-
la Shabbos, Season 5, Episode
20), so Moses collected coins
and counted them. Specifically,
he collected a half- shekel coin
from everyone, and then dou-
bled the number to know how
many people there were. Maybe
it’s just a coincidental amount,
but knowing the Torah and how
careful and specific every detail
is, there must be a reason. Why

make it half a shekel, why
Ynot a whole shekel? Ora
whole other coin? For that
matter, why a coin at all,
why not a piece

of paper, or
% a ballot ““e%’c Page
that .““Q
can OO&G‘



QUESTION OF
THE WEEK

This week’s Parsha is rather unbalanced.
The First two alioys (sections) combine For

92 pesukim (sentences). The other FIVE

combined aliyos are only 47 pesukim. Why is

it skewed in this way?

It is no Fun and no challenge if you just

skip to the answer on page 5.

Think, crack open a book. LMK if you

Figure it out!

Did

be autom

atically count-

ed by a vote counting

machine?
need each other &g
to ecome comp eted ""94,.
eople

It’s no coincidence. The money

given in the counting was used for

communal projects. Counting the Jews shows us
how important we are to God, and it is (| repeat
myself, | know) NO coincidence that being gener-

ous, chari

table and giving is THE WAY the Jewish

people display our significance. The Torah is tell-
ing us that our kindness is one of the most telling

you hear that the

W\O&C‘r\;ne at ‘H/\e coin FQCfOrV\
Just stopped workins for no

| know!

LOL

reason?

I+ doesn’t make
any cents!

oUCHL GROAN!

Why do bad jokes happen to good people?
Flnd a better joke. Send it to dlocker@

nageelawest.org

traits of why God continues to love and
protect us.

Why half? This, too is a message for us.
We should never think that we can live
our lives separate from and ignorant
of other people and their needs. Each
person is only a partial person. Moses
could not count a full shekel per person,
because no person is complete alone.
We need each other to become com-
pleted people. We thrive when we col-
laborate. We grow when we share. We
don’t just want to be great... we halve
to be great!
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Stump the Rabbi is a forum where kids can
ask- ANU Jewish question.

Have a question? Please send it in to
ump@nageelanest org
Questions here are real. Names and some wording have been changed

Note: We call this ‘Stump The Rabbi’ for fun, but that’s not really the
point. The godl is to learn something important in an interesting way.

#197 Party Bus

Hi Rabby, Dear OMniscient,
| was told that when | pray 'm sup-
posed 0 ask- God for what | need.
Specifically, when | wasn't feeling
well, | prayed o get better. Then

| opened my brain. This doesn’t
mak-e sense to me. Doesn’t God
already k-now what |
need? i God
Enows | need some-
thing and hasn't given it to
me, how will whining about i
help?

for. What do you need?”

$20,000”

Thanks,
Owen M. Niscient

in a day or two.

This is part two in a three
week series about prayer.
Season 2, episodes 7-9 is
a good rlace to start as L
well. Here we go.

could have!”

REGISTRATION HAS
OPENED FOR
CAMP NAGEELA
WEST 2022!

DATES HAVE BEEN ANNGUNCED FOR 3
CAMP SESSION OPTIONS!
1. UTAH CAMPUS FEATURING
SPORTS, NATURE, FRIENDSHIPS &
CRERATIVE SPECIALTIES,

2. TRAVEL CAMP OPTION, OR
3. FULL NAGEELA HYBRID
EXPERIENCE!

Stump the kabb,-

“‘Hey Stan, sorry for calling you so late, but |
need a favor and #'s really quite urgent”

“No problem, Liam. That's what friends are

“Pm kind of embarrassed to even ask-
his, and | wouldn’t f it wasn’t super
important] | need 4o borrow

“Wow. Umm, that’s 4 lot of
cheese. it won't be easy for me,
but | can probably get i together

Well now, are you curions what Liam needed
with twenty grand so urgently?  Stan

was certainly curious, but he valued his
friendship. He gave Liam the money, and
didn’t ask- any questions.

Fast forward about a month, Stan is sitting
at home when he hears the resonant
thump, thump’ of heavy bass rattling

his window frames (and his dental work).
Look-ing out the window, he sees a party
bus outside, neon lights and LEDs pulsing
to thythmic music. Then to his great
shock, Liam steps out of the party bus! He
shouts something to Stan, but the music

is 00 loud and Stan can't hear a word.
Eventually, realizing his (soon to be former)
friend can’t hear, Liam turns the music
down to a mild roar.

“Thank- you thank you Thank- you
thank you Thank- you thank- you
Thank you thank- you Thank
you thank- you Thank you thank
youl Uou're the best friend a quy

“Thank- you Stan!” Liam shouts.
“For what?”  Stan mumbles confusedly.

“Thank- you for my awesome “Liam’s Lavish
Loud Mobite Party HQI"  Without your 20K
| could never have gotten the lights and

the ultra subwoofers! And just wait il you
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DAYS TO CAMP NAGEELA
WEST GIRLS SESSION

DAYS TO CAMP NAGEELA
WEST BOYS SESSION

Find out about our summer 2022 and see photos

From 2021 at nageelawest.org



see the hot tub inside!”
Stan fainted.

When he was revived he could still barely talk-. “That’s what you
needed my money so urgently for? That's why | had to push off
the dental work- | needed?  So that you could chill in a hot tub
with a million watts of amplified noise? Yo are..”

Fortunately, the rest of Stan’s words were drowned out by the
music starting up again.

Liam shook- his head. ‘| just wanted to say thank- you. Besides,
you can’t CHILL in a HOT 4ub. That’s a contradiction” And he
drove away

What does Liam'’s story have o do with us? Liam asked for a
favor. A big one. In this true story that | made up (I ONLU
make up true stories), Liam didn’t think about WHY he wanted
the money. Or more accurately, he didn’t do a good job thinking
about whether his reasons were justified. For most people,
assuming you don’t want to blow up friendships (especially with a
friend as kind and sensitive as Stan), you make sure you have a
good reason before you ask for a favor. Examples:

if vow're going to ask your teacher for a make- up test, i
probably shouldn’t be because you sk-ipped school to go to a
concert.

Ask-ing your mom for a ride to the mall is fine, but maybe not
if you're going to a movie she doesn’t want
You fo see anywa.

Ami Lipkind
Leah (Friedler)
Rauch
Bennett Warnick
Uitzy Wasser
Gideon-Peters
Tehilla Gross
Abigail Rivera
Sam Hodara
Ori Uaron
Ofri Uaron

<continued

street racing.

We don’t want to be like Liam. When we prau, we ask God for
stuff. Doing that doesn’t help God know what we need (as you
said, God already knows). BUT i helps S think- about why we
need . This quiz may help.

Please select the better answer:
‘God, pledse give me financial success”
A. So | can pay my mortgage and feed my children.
B. So | can tak-e a three month vacation o Fiji
‘| ask- for good heatth.”
A So | can be super buff and beat people up.
B. So that | can have energy to do acts of kindness.
‘Please make me smart”

A. So | can come up with awesome prank-s to mess with
my tedachers.

B. So | may become a knowledgeable person and help
the world

So you see, one of the great benefits of dsking for things in
prayer is to help US focus on the redsons we want things, which
in fumn will help us live better, more meaningful lives.  In fact
the Hebrew word for praver is ‘tefilan’ The Hebrew root for that
word is ‘pilel” which medins judgment. Prayer is a method of self-
Judgment, when we get a better feel for what we actually want
and why. By doing this we can do a better job of wanting the
tight things, and knowing i we really do.

This is just one small angle to understanding how prayer works.
Stay tuned next week- for something even better than an
awesome party bus!

Have a Nageela Shabbos,

the Rabbi

ASK MORE QUESTIONS AT STUMP@
NAGEELAWEST.ORG
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LAS VEGAS....Feb 28th"
PORTLAND...Feb 27thSu !
LOS ANGELES...March Ist"**
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QUIK FIX

MAZEL TOV!
tEo CNW counselor

ANSWER OF THE
WEEK
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The beginning of our Torah portion, ki Sisa, describes
the GIVING of the half- shekel. Each person had to con-
tribute.

Interestingly, the word the Torah uses for giving is “Vi-
nasnu”, which written in Hebrew is a palindrome, spelled
the same forward and backwards. As seen below:

1l

This teaches us that giving charity works in two direc-
tions. When you give generously God blesses you with
success!
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& VIRTUAL DANISH
WITH NAGEELA

FEBRUARY 19T
1:30PM

GIRLS ID: 580-485 32

BOYS ID: 317-427-72

How quick are you?
How good is your memory?
?

How much do you like pickles

INFOJSESSION A

ANYWHERE ON THE WEST COAST

\S/\lllcl;lNAUFsE@E TRIP FOR YOUR WHOLE CHAPTER!

S N Y T o on 1 o e
w1
WEST 'Nrn SEss'nN’ OPPORTUNITIES. PLE.ASE CONTACT US!
ZOOM ID: 580-485-3200 oo™ Mestcoa
PASSWORD: NAGEELA T proveing - o she bor socil

educational programs for Jewish children
across the West Coast. Through
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. afterschool activities, weekend
www.nageelawest.org Want to stay in the retreats and our signature summer
info@nageelawest.org  loop? Text the word camp, we engage elementary and

NAGEELAWEST to middle school children in a fun and

meaningful experience.

801-613-1539

22828 Our “questions encouraged” mindset

N a eela o ' makes Nageela a comfortable learning
/\ west il and growing environment for Jewish
JOYFULLY JEWISH EXPERIENCES — children of all backgrounds.



