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“I’m sorry, your po-
tato and grapefruit 
omelet just wasn’t 
that good.  You ha-

ven’t won the cooking 
competition.”

Devon was dejected,
Because he had been rejected,
Though he had projected,
That he would be elected,
As winner and trophy erected,
Because of the flavor he’d injected,
Finally would be respected,
Yet something was neglected,
The judges’ opinions were affected,
By something they’d inspected,
Sabotage was suspected,
Perhaps he’d change his name to Ted.

Devon (or was it Ted now?) thought furiously.  He 
was about to lose this contest, and he really, really 
wanted to win. Because if he wasn’t good enough 
at cooking he’d have to fall back on his poetry 
skills and we all know how that was likely to turn 
out.  
“Wait! Wait, please. I have an idea. I have some-
thing else to impress you. Just give me a few 
minutes.”  The judges, who were still 

busy trying to get the offensive taste out of their 
mouths, reluctantly waved to him to continue.  A 
few minutes later, Devon was back with its new 
creation. One hundred potato and grapefruit om-
elets.
“If we weren’t impressed by the first one, what 
makes you think we’d change our mind because 
there are more of them?”  

The judges are right of course.  So why then, 
does it seem like God did the exact same thing?  
When Moses was sent to Pharaoh, God pro-
vided him with 3 signs to show. He turned 
his staff into a snake, infected his hand, and 
turned water into blood. Pharaoh was 
completely unimpressed by displays. 
The Egyptians were the masters of 
magic tricks. These mere parlor tricks 
weren’t enough to move him.  So what 
does God command Moses and Aaron to 
do next? Turn the water to blood. Hey, that 
was last chapter. 
You already tried 
that and it didn’t 
work. So what, this 
is MORE blood ? 
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Would YOU consider sponsoring an episode?

Many thanks to Hashem for sponsoring this week’s episode!



See all 170 Selfie Torah videos on YouTube!  
Visit youtube.com/@rabbilocker

QUESTION OF THE WEEK
Usually, your father’s status as a kohen, levi or yisrael 

determines your own status.
Can you Name one levi whose father was a yisrael?

NO CHEATING
answer on page 4

Where did the egyptian 
kids like to hang out?

At the plague-ground

Think you can do better?  You’re probably right. 
Send your jokes in to dlocker@nageelawest.org

PICKL E
by Dani Locker, 2022

JEW S

HELP!
It’s hailing cows!

I haven’t been this confused 
since the Nile turned to pickle 

juice!

PLAGUES GONE WRONG

God’s 
message was that 
He could disable the 

backbone of Egypt

Whoop Dee do.  

God wasn’t just leveling up the potato grapefruit 
game. He was doing something com-
pletely different. Water was import-
ant to the Egyptians. It is to most 
people. But the Nile River was 
EVERYTHING to them. Nothing in 
Egypt grows without the Nile. They 
worshiped it as if it were a god. 
They worshiped their king, Pharaoh, 
because the Nile River overflowed at his 
visit (due to a blessing given by our ancestor, 
Jacob).  When Pharaoh didn’t react to the first 

example of water turning to blood, God decided to 
send a much more powerful message. Not that 
He could turn water to blood. That wasn’t more 

impressive. Rather, that He could com-
pletely disable the single most im-
portant symbol of Egyptian suc-
cess, and instantly shut down 
the economy.  There’s always a 
deeper lesson in the Torah if we 

look for it.
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Hi Rabbi,

In biology, I learned that there are many 
organisms that don’t need to actually eat, but can simply 
absorb their nutrients from their environments.  I think 
that means God is capable of sustaining life without crea-
tures actually eating food.  So why do we need to eat?  Why 
couldn’t God just make us able to survive without food?  
Life would be so much easier!

Thanks,
Abby Zorbi

Dear AbZorbi,

I will make your question even stronger.  The 
first part, as you asked, is why do we need to 
eat at all, considering there are microorganisms 
that need no food.  But even if you’ll somehow 
suggest or assume that larger creatures are dif-
ferent, and animals do all need to eat, we’re still 
the only creatures on Earth that need to cook 
our food.  That seems completely unnecessary!  
Cows?  They just chew grass.  Lions? They just 
chew cows.  T-Rexes?  They just chew lions and 
theme park visitors.  They don’t have to worry 
about salmonella or any of the other diseas-
es you can get from raw meat.  You’ve never 
seen a polar bear hospitalized 
because the chef undercooked 
the penguin filet.  That’s par-
tially because polar bears and 
penguins don’t ever meet, as 
penguins live in Antarctica 
(and other southerly regions) 
and polar bears are primarily 
found in the arctic circle.  But 
also because, as I said, animals 
don’t need their food cooked.  So 
why do we have to eat at all, and 
why do we have to fry, cook, broil, 
grill, toast, smoke, cure, braise, roast, 

poach or nuke our food?
Here’s one possibility (no human can ever 
say, “I know for sure why God did this.”  
Even if we know, God always has multi-
ple meanings.  We can try to understand 
some of them):  
Please rate from 1-10, with 1 being basi-
cally never and 10 being all the time:

1a. How often do you think about eating?
1b. How often do you appreciate or show 
gratitude for food?
2a. How often do you think about drink-
ing water?
2b.  How often do you appreciate or 
show gratitude for water?

3a. How often do you think about 
breathing oxygen?

3b. How often do you appreciate or 
show gratitude for oxygen?

My guess is that your numbers for 
1a and 1b were the highest, some-
what lower for the 2s, and unless 
you’re a very unusual person (or 
if you have breathing challeng-

es), both 3 questions got a 1 or 2 
grade.  You see, the more readily a 
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Stump the Rabbi is a forum where kids can ask ANY Jewish 
question. 

Have a question? Please send it in to stump@nageelawest.org

(Most) questions here are real. Names and some wording have been changed.
Note & Disclaimer: Note & Disclaimer: We call this 

‘Stump The Rabbi’ for fun, but that’s not 
really the point. The goal is to learn something important in an interesting way.

The answers here should not be taken as halachic decisions.  You should always ask a 
competent Rabbi personally.
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ANSWER OF THE WEEK
QUESTION ON PAGE 2

The actual original man named levi, one of the twqelve tribes.  
he was the son of jacob, who was also called yisrael.
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EP Can we all please leave the poor chicken 
alone?  If he wants to cross the road, let 
him cross the road in peace.  stop asking 
him why, why why?!!!
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resource is available, the less likely we are 
to even need to think about it.  The hard-
er we have to work to get it, the more we 
will think about it, and most importantly, 
the more appreciative we’ll be when we get 
it.  Really we should be more grateful for 
oxygen than food, because it’s more vital 
to survival (with the possible exception of 
pizza), but because it’s so easy to get, and 
because (as you suggested in your question) 
we don’t even have to actively ingest it, we 
rarely think about it.  

We should thank God for our air and our 
water.  Yet human nature is to ignore the 

things that aren’t on our mind.  We have too 
much to process as it is.  By making the pro-
cess of procuring, preparing and eating food 
more involved and complex, God ensured 
we’d need to think about it more.  If we 
think about it more, we have the chance to 
be more appreciative for it.  Are you?  Chew 
on that!

Have a Nageela Shabbos,
     

The Rabbi
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SAVE THE DATES!
Feb 17-18 Las Vegas Shabbaton
March 10-12 Jewnior Regional Shabbaton 
in NorCal!


