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Las Vegas 6:42
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Reno 7:03

Oakland 7:12
Park City 7:31

I thought I had a good Rosh Ha-
shana invention.   Apple flavored 
falafel balls.   We could sing all 
about dipping felapple in the 
hummus.  Felapple is not a good 
invention.  I know this because, 
well... because even I haven’t 
tried it, and that is saying some-
thing!  So we’ll stay away from 
the ground chic peas dipped into 
the other ground chic peas, for 
now at least. Another possible 
breakthrough food for Rosh Ha-
shana was dipping asparagus into 
a kale, chia seeds and spirogyra 
smoothie.  Maybe I’ll take that 
one to Shark Tank.  For now, let’s 
stick with actual Rosh Hashana 
foods.   You probably know of some 
foods we DO have a custom to eat 
on Rosh Hashana.  Probably the 
best known is apples with hon-
ey.  You might also know that the 

reason 

behind it is to help us focus on 
the positive thought of having 
a sweet year.  This aids in our 
prayers and in our confidence.  

One interesting question though; 
why honey?  

Sugar is sweet.  Why don’t we use 
sugar (depending on the type of 
sugar it’s usually slightly sweet-
er than honey)?

Sucralose is many times 
sweeter than sugar.

Why not chocolate?  I can get 
behind that.

Dip the apple in fresh, hot 
Krispy Kreme donuts?

The truth is, 
if you prefer 
other sweet 
things to 
honey, that’s 



fine.  Yet the use as honey almost uni-
versally holds a lesson.  Honey is made 
by bees.  Bees sting.  Stings hurt.  I’ve 
never gotten stung by a cocoa bean, but 
I don’t imagine it’s that painful.  Here’s a 
lesson of honey.  We wish for sweetness, and we 
realize that sometimes the sweetest outcomes come with 
difficulty or pain at first.  We are not hoping, asking, praying 
for a life of perfect comfort, because that isn’t what brings the 

happiness.  We pray for a life of awesometastic 
happiness, which sometimes includes getting 
stung a bit.

So enjoy your honey, bee stings and all, 
and may God grant us all a joyous and sweet 

new year, and may everything bee great!
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STRIP

DID YOU KNOW?
WE HAVE WEEK-
LY MIDDLE SCHOOL 
PROGRAMS THROUGH 
JEWNIOR NCSY IN 
THESE CITIES:

IRVINE

LAS VEGAS

LA- PICO

LA- WEST 

VALLEY

OAKLAND

PARK CITY

SAN DIEGO

SCOTTSDALE

SEATTLE

PORTLAND
LOCKERD@NCSY.ORG FOR 

MORE INFO

Hey, can you hear 
what sound he’s 

blowing?

Most biblical Jewish holidays 
are one day in Israel, and 2 days 

everywhere else.  Rosh Ha-
shana and Yom Kippur are the 
exceptions.  Rosh Hashana is 2 

days even in Israel.  Yom Kippur 
is just one day, everywhere.

DID JEW KNOW?DID JEW KNOW?

The word “Shofar” actually 
means “hollow.”

That’s why a bull’s horn can’t be 
used.  Only a horn that has soft 
marrow that be hollowed out, 

like a ram’s, may be used.

DID JEW KNOW?DID JEW KNOW?
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Dear CalEnder,

Do you go to school?  I know that when 
I went to school, I always thought of 
the year as the school year.  January 1st 
meant little to me (since I work with 
students, it still means little to me).  If 
it was September of 7th grade, and we 
were talking about our 6th grade trip, 
we talked about it as ‘last year’ even 
though they were both in the same 
calendar year.  Is that the same way you 
think about dates?  Probabababably.  It’s 
not just a school thing.  Some people 
in business think of the year in terms 

of their company’s fiscal year (I’m 
pretty sure fiscal is a fancy 

word for ‘boring’).  Baseball 
fans view April 1st as 
the beginning of the 
year.  If you’re part of the 

Australian Aboriginal tribe of 
Murador, you probably celebrate 

new years on October 30th.  Are you 
Aboriginal?  Probababably not.  
My point is that there can be 

Stump the RabbiStump the Rabbi is a forum where kids can 
ask ANY Jewish question. 

Have a question? Please send it in to
 stump@nageelawest.org

Questions here are real. Names and some wording have been changed.

#179  New Years’s’s’s
different ‘New Years’s’s (wait, how do you 
say New Years in plural? New Yearses?  
Newss Year?  Sne’w Yea’r?  ) celebrated 
for different purposes.  The most basic 
New Years event most of us celebrate is 
our birthdays!  They are the celebration 
of the start of a new year of life for us.  
January first is the celebration of a new 
solar cycle.
So what about the different Jewish new 
years celebrations?  The Talmud tells us 
there are actually four different new 
years.  September 1st is the new year 
for Hogwarts students... oh, did I get the 
wrong mishna?  Nissan, as you mentioned, 
is considered the first month.  We Jews 
started keeping track of our own calendar 
in Nissan, as we were about to leave Egypt 
so many years ago.  It is the anniversary 
of the birth of our nation (I accidentally 
typed ‘broth’ of our nation, which might 
explain matzoh ball soup on Passover).  
Therefore it is used in Jewish law for 
legal documents, royal proclamations and 
such.  Tu B’shvat (which comes near the 
end of winter) is when the 

Note: Note: We call this ‘Stump The Rabbi’ for fun, but that’s not really the point. 

The goal is to learn something important in an interesting way.

Hi Rabbi,

Head of the year.  Jewish New year.  
Birthday of the world.  I. Don’t. Get. 
It.  There’s all this talk about Rosh 
Hashana being the Jewish new year, 
but it’s not, is it?  I learned about 
the Jewish months, and Nissan (the 
Passover month) is the first month of 
the year.  Rosh Hashana isn’t even in 
the first month, but the 7th!!! How 
can it be the new year if it’s not 
even in the first month?
Thanks,

Cal Ender

deep thoughtsWHEN SIGN MAKERS GO 
ON STRIKE, WHAT IS WRITTEN 

ON THEIR PICKET SIGNS?



juices inside trees start flowing (pretttty sure 
that’s how apple juice is made) so it’s considered 
the new years for trees (the trees all get party 
hats) so tree- related mitzvahs are connected to 
that date. Rosh Hashana is different.  It’s the 
birthday of mankind.  It’s when OUR journey 
as people started.  Therefore, it’s the day when 
we receive our allotment of blessings for the 
year.  It’s the day when God signs our contract 
extension and says, “You can have this much 
health, this much money and this much success 
in all areas to work with this year.”
I wish you a (S)new year(s) filled with blessings, 
health, and lots of matzoh ball soup!

SHANA TOVA!!!

 the Rabbi

breaks the mold of old school Jewish outreach 
by providing out- of- the- box social and 

educational programs for Jewish children 
across the West Coast. Through afterschool 

activities, weekend retreats and our 
signature summer camp, we engage 

elementary and middle school children in 
a fun and meaningful experience.

Our “questions encouraged” mindset 
makes Nageela a comfortable learning and 

growing environment for Jewish children of 
all backgrounds.

WWW.nageelawest.org

 info@nageelawest.org

844-NAGEELA 

@NAGEELAWEST

Nageela West CoastWant to stay in the 
loop?  Text the word 

NAGEELAWEST to 
22828
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I wanted to make 
a change for Rosh 

Hashana.  I decided to 
quit all my bad habits!

Then I remembered that 
nobody likes a quitter.

OUCH!  GRRRROAAAN!
Have a better joke and want a shoutout in Nageela Shabbos? Just 

email it to dlocker@nageelawest.org

HAPPY HAPPY 
BIRTHDAY!BIRTHDAY!

Best wishes to our friends and 
family members celebrating 

this week...

THE 12THE 12THTH SEA- SEA-
SONSON OF CAMP 
NAGEELA WEST
IN NORTHERN UTAHIN NORTHERN UTAH
WAS A HUGE SUCCESS!
Our Largest at-Our Largest at-
tendance yet!tendance yet!

pre-registration for 2022 pre-registration for 2022 
is now open at nageelawest.orgis now open at nageelawest.org


