Can you be dou- 4
ble dead?

Courts are important. How else would you play
pickleball? But seriously, a system of courts and
rules of justice is something that appears consis-
tently in the Torah. Sometimes courts deal with
simple matters, like when one potato gores another
potato (I think that’s how it works), but there are also
more serious cases where a court may have to deal
with real crime. On rare occasions, there may even
be a death penalty (I should probably cover that in

a Stump The Rabbi one of these weeks- long story
short, it happened verrrrrry rarely). The Torah talks
about how the court system is able to accept wit-
nesses for very serious cases. Only through the tes-
timony of two reliable withesses can a court impose
a death penalty (actually, two witnesses are required
for just about every legal matter). But in speaking
of this matter, there’s odd wording used. “Based on
the word of two or three witnesses, shall the dead
person be killed.” Ummm, why are you killing a
dead person? | mean, if he’'s a dead person, why are
you killing him?

The Midrash explains that it’s of course not referring
to an actual dead person. It's referring to a guilty
person. People who are wicked are considered
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" dead,
even while they're alive. So if a court
executes a wicked person, they're Killing a dead
man.

What exactly does it mean, “They’'re considered
dead.” We understand that a bad person doesn't
get an honored place in the ‘next world.” It seems
pretty obvious that if God created the next world

as a place of reward for people who are awesome
during their lives, then a premeditated murderer (or
similarly horrible person who could be deserving of
that extremely rare death penalty) fosho doesn'’t get
that future awesomeness.
So what does the Midrash
mean when it says that
wicked people are dead
during their lifetimes?

Ever hear the phrase,
“Nice guys finish last?”
There’s this really painfully S ey
wrong and negative impression il
that people who live immor- (

al lives have EVERYTHING.

They have
amazing lives, they get what they want. Oh, and by
the way, in some future world they will lose out.

Well that is NOT the way it works. Sure, there
are people who seem to have it good. Yet the

oo-
continued on two, ©
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Midrash is GO AWAY
telling us that a TEW!
person who lives
the knowledge
that their life is
one that goes
against God and
morality, that
person CAN NOT
possibly truly
enjoy their lives.
They might have
some enjoyment,
and they might
seem happy, but
that’s only exter-
nal. We under-
stand that true
happiness has to
come from with-
in, from a sense
of purpose and
accomplishment.
A wicked person
won't feel that.
He won't gain
happiness from
the pleasures he
acquires.

MY sToRE AND DRIVING
AWAY ALL mY
cusTomErs. WHAT
CAN | Do?

2
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HEYYY, | MAVE
AN \DEA/

Who is truly
alive? One who
lives with a
porpoise. | mean
purpose.

The results speak for themselves.

Camp Nageela West is a life changing event for
Jewish children. We can do so much more with

meaningful community partnerships.

naqgeelq .o enoy reading Nageela shabbos, please con-
S;, sider partnering with us in a meaningful way.

AN

Contact dlocker@nageelawest.org to discuss how
you can become a part of the future!
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Hi Rabbi, rbel

I know Jews believe in God. 1 guess that means at least | know something,
right? But what else do we believe? Isthere a list of the thingds it’simportant
for a Jew to know? ‘Cuz I'd like to know what I should know!

Thanks,

Corey Brian Leif

Carl arrived home happy. “Guess what?”, he asked
his parents.

“What?” they asked, obligingly.
“] got a job! Isn’t that dreat?”

Carl’s family was thrilled. He had graduated a couple
of months prior and had been looking for work ever
since. Now it seemed he had finally found one.

“What is gour job?” they asked.

“Just doing stuff. You know. This and that.”
That’s vague. “Well, who are gou working for?”
“Omm, actually, I don’t know.”

“What do you mean gou don’t know? “

“I just kind of walk around and do stuff. Try to help.
You know?”

“But how can gou have any clue what’s helpful if gou
don’t know who gour boss is, or what he
wants?”

Carl’s family
recognized that

if you want to do

any job effectively,
the first thind we need to
know is the identity of

the boss, and only after

that can gou learn what they want.

The first five core beliefs deal with this. They are how
we define who God is, and how we understand Him.
Spoiler alert: One God, all powerful. Now that we've
dotten that out of the way, let’s go through them with
more detail:

1. €-d created evergthing and still runs the show. It
didn’t happen by itself.

The wag I look at it, there are pretty much three
options. Either (a) the universe is a diant accident
(yeah right), or (b) God created everything and then
took a vacation (really, why?), or (¢) God created
the universe and continues to run it (hey, that makes
sense). Continuing to borrow from the Carl story,
everything we do only has meaning if the boss who
owns the company is still involved with the company,

and cares about your success.

2. There’s only one
G-d. No partners,
demigods, trinities
or gplit personalities.

Ancient religions
(and some newer ones)
had trouble understanding
how a complicated world could
be run by a single divine
entity. They believed

DAYS UNT

Don’t get toce excited, t
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in separate gods of war, love,
thunder and pickles, among
other thinds. We understand
that there’s only one power in
the universe, and everything,
even evil, comes from Him. If
a company has multiple bosses
who don’t always agree on what
they want, it’s impossible to do
gour job properly, or develop a
good working relationghip. We
need to know there’s only ONE
boss.

3. G-d does not have a body. No
knees, shoulders, ears or toes.
For that matter, G-d has no
matter.

This one matters (det
it?). Thinds that are phgsical
have weakness. It’s important
that we know that God isnt
physical and has no needs. He
doesn’t det tired, hungry, hot
or cold. Aside from knowing
that his boss exists, Carl needs

to know that his boss is a dood,
effective boss, able to help
duide, support and encourage
his workers. It wouldnt be
very helpful to find out his
bosge was a criminal, made poor
decigions, or had a chronic
illness that would prevent him
from supporting his employees.

Well, I know we only got through
three of them so far, but unlike
God, you ARE physical, and you
DO get tired, so I’ll pause here
and continue with numbers 4
and 5 next week.

Have a Nageela Shabbos,

The Rebbi

PARK CITY JSU & NCSY

JEWISH TEEN
BACK TO SCHOOL
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All Jewish teens are invited!

all 170 Selfie Torah videos
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The Torah is the Jewish book of everything. For thousands
of years, we’ve been dividing the Torah into smaller bitesized
portions, each called a ‘Sidra’ or ‘Parsha’ and reading a por-
tion or two each Shabbos. Most of our Dvar Torah articles
are based on the weekly Parsha, so we’re including this as a
weekly segment, giving bullet points of what happens in the
Parsha of the week. With some side comments

thrown in. Enjoy and please give
us feedback!

Partial Partia - Shoftim
Law and Order Reign Supreme
o We’re supposed to set up court systemsand o Witcheraft and stuff like that isn’t allowed

officers to enforce those laws e You know how when you play tag, there’s a
o Judges must be very careful not to be base where you're safe? Cities were et up as
corrupt, aceept bribery or display favoritism a kind of base if angone killed accidentally.
o If aJew or a group of Jews strays far from While in these cities, relatives of the vietim
the right path and worghips other gods, they could not take revengde. Roads and dood
mag be liable for the death penalty signage were also set uo to make sure it was
e 2o0r 3 witnesses are required for any capital easy to reach these locations. There was even
punishment a separate ‘accidental killer” setting on Waze

o The Rabbic who are right should not be left,  ® Instructions are given on how to mustard...
and the Rabbig who are left are That meang to gather an army to
all right. The Rabbis who write fight. [What? Did I det the wrong
are probably algo right. What word? Well that’s embarrassing.]
I'm tryin to say is follow what Instructions are given on how to
the Rabbis say, without veering custard a Jewish army to fight
to the right or the other right [WHAAAT?]. When a qu{ish.army

o Although there would be a time does to war, they first dismiss any
when the Jewish nation should soldiers who have reasons to be
appoint a king, that king is home (like they just ot married,
still subject to certain rules. or just got a new XBOX that they

He shouldn’t have too many ] haven’t used yet) or who might be

horses, too many wives, he must keep a Torah  afraid

seroll with him, and he must be Jewish o When Jews do to war, we offer peace first,
o The tribe of Levi would not get any farmland before we offer picees

in Israel. The Jewish people would need to e In one of the more unusual commandments

support the tribe with gifts so they could be in the Torah, we’re given instructions on

the spiritual guides what to do if someone is found dead in
o Jewe love a profit. And a prophet. But not a between two cities, and it isn’t clear who is

false one. If somepone claims to be a prophet responsible. It involves a cow, an axe, and

but their predictions don’t come true, don’t some elders. | won’t go into details

listen to them

Answer is on page 6.
DON'T CHEAT!
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Yo, whatcha lookin at?

You gotta think first!

OUR 15™ SUMMER
IS IN THE BOOKS!

“F all the way, it was a 10 wile journey! But we pushed our ~=*
W limits and discovered that it wasn't so difficult. We even

got to ride an awesowe ferry back that included a stun-

ning view of San Francisco. - Ruby (1st year camper)

My favorite memory from camp this sumwmer was the third Shabbat in

San Diego. Everyone was on a high after a day of surfing and having such gl

a great time singing, dancing, and lots of fun overall. You could definitely

feel how the atmosphere changed from the first day of camp to the last “/¢ ',

few days. We had grown so close and knew as camp was coming to a
close that we would wiss it so much. - Aurelia (5th year camper)

A/

Y )

JOYFULLY

agEXPEgES!Eg




Let us know what
you'd like to see!

We'd like to add more classes for middle

4

o)

G v \J gl : scholers and teens:
y LT Locally or on ZOOM?
\i RS What topics?
' What days and times?
Hebrew Reading?
Parsha?

Stump thre Rabbi Live?
Different content in Nageela Shabbos?

90%

of statistics are made up and just
\K added to look cool

j G
' ' 60%

Z0OM ID STIONS:

passw CKER 917-613-1037

|

of Jews have never heard of Camp
Nageela West. OK, maybe even more.

UNN UN d
, LAST FOREVER

s OUADRUPLED DU

2n to experience a summer that will last a lifetime!

E AN AMBASSADOR

# 4 $150,636 N
A $200,000 please email us at
S info@nageelawest.org and

tell us what you want!
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The results speak for themselves.

Camp Nageela West is a life changing

event for Jewish children. We can do

so much more with meaningful communi-
ty partnerships.

IT you enjoy reading Nageela Shabbos,

please consider partnering with us 1in
a meaningful way.

Contact dlocker@nageelawest.org to
discuss how you can become a part of
the future!

We have a couple of staff openings for our boys session. Looking for exceptional 17-19 year olds from the
West Coast. Please contact us ASAP

Do you know any Jewish kids who could benefit from an inspirational Jewish summer experience, or are bored with
their summer?

Please contact us ASAP!




SUMMERIINFOISESSIONS:

Take a look at this week’s Stump the Rabbi where we intruduce
the concept of the Talmud, as it's broken down into Mishna, and
then the Babytlonian and Jerusalem Talmud.

In the charts below, we list each of the 63 tractates that make up
the six orders of mishna. We also mention the amount of chapters
in each, an explanation of the general topic of weach one, and
Imud (BT) and/or the Jerusalem Talmud (JT).

daily life: Marriage, holidays and business are almost all completely covered by both BT

Chapters | Topic

24 The rules of Shabtjl" ! 1
Topic BT JT A
10 Carrying and boun, 9
Blessings and Prayers R ]
v 10 Information about F, ¢
Leaving a portion of the field for the poor (a k b
corner) 8 Information about the half- shekel donation and
all temple donations
Dealing with food that is bought and you're not an) ra - PR | 4+ 1
sure if the proper tithes and contributions have 8 Details about Yom Kipqu UII \dllu N HLK)/ dllllt S lIl LaS
been separated iy
5 Detais avout suos S OUT JEWNIOT'S ¢competed to r
The prohibition against planting different crops k
together, grafting, and cross breeding plants 5 Laws of celebrating festivals
and animals ﬂQPY freat: and MC
4 Details about Rosh Hashana and the Jewish
The shemitah- sabbatical year when nobody in calendar in general
Israel would work the fields -
4 Fast days, and prayers in times of need
The portion of produce given to the Kohein v
4 Purim and caring for holy objects
The 10% of produce given to the Levite
3 About Chol Hamoed- the intermediate days of
The 10% of produce used by the owner to the festival
spend specifically in Jerusalem
3 The festival offerings
Taking a portion of the dough to give to the
kohein
Not using the fruit of a tree in its first 3 years
Bringing the first fruits to Jerusalem to give to
the Kohein Chapters | Topic

Laws of damd

Laws of mone
guardianship

SEDER NASHIM- MARRIAGE, WOMEN AND COMMITMENTS

Real estate and inheritance

[
=

Name Chapters | Topic BT

Jewish courts, their operation, power and
limitations

<
<

16 Instructions for what happens when a married
Yevamos man dies without children

The punishments administered by court

Ketubos 13 Contracts and agreements

N Rules of swearing
Nedarim 1" Oaths and commitments

A collection of statements on various topics
that were testified in front of the assembly

SHSAN
<HISAS

Rules for people who make personal vows of
Nazir holiness

Information about idolatry

Sotah Dealing with suspected infidelity

, Ethics
Gittin Procedures for divorce

Communal responsibility for public
transgression

SESAIS
SHSAS

Kiddushin Procedures for marriage

SEDER TAHAROS- PURITY AND DEFILEMENT

@
=

Chapters | Topic Name Chapters | Topic

14 Rules of Animal and bird offerings

Keilim 30 Impurity and purification of vessels

Rules of grain offerings Proximity to bodies and how they make

Ohalos people impure

How to slaughter, and Kosher rules

SHSERER

Special mitzvos pertaining to the first born of Negaim Skin conditions that cause impurity

animals and humans

Using the ashes of the red cow to become
Parah pure

Pledging the value of a person

Taharos Minor impurities

<JI<

Attempting to do a switcheroo between holy
and unholy animals

Rules of bodies of water that can be used to
Mikvaos purify

<]

Details of Kareis- the punishment of having
one's soul cut off

Niddah Family purity

<

Embezzlement from and inappropriate use of

property belonging to the Holy Temple Machshirin Enabling items to become impure

Zavim Human sources of impurity

=

About the daily continual offerings

Dimensions of the Holy Temple, including for Tevul Yom Post mikvah, but pre- purity. What's the deal?

the future third temple

Yadayim Purity of hands and rules of washing

Mixups with bird offerings Uktzin Impurity dealing with produce




The Parsha talks about what happens if a Jew needs money desparately and sells his property.

! I His relatives have the opportunity to jump in-and bail him out, by buying it back.
O _I_ < The Torah also discusses what happens if he has no relatives. Rashi asks: Are there any Jews who
>< have NO relatives? Of course he does. The Torah must simply mean his relatives are poor too.
D I I I I I This is amazing, because there are certainly Jews with no close relatives. What happens if your
O closest relative is g areat- great- nephew 7 times removed? WONDERING WHEN YOU CAN EXPECT TO SEE
00 oo YITZVAR MY

IT'S AMITZVAH T0 BE HAPPY. HOW COOL IS THAT?

'S NOT WHAT I'M TALKING ABOUT. THE
AL - DEUT. 16:14. THE FESTIVALLASNEGAL

OU HAPPINESS. COMMON EXAMﬂ l
YOUR FAVORITE MEALS. THAT MEANS
TOF HOWHAPPY A PERSON FEELS IS BASI

 JEWS it _ 3 '. WHICH OF THESE HAD THE ‘

ER y- Tmﬂﬂlmm&hw Fin nf Bablisihf i ':1;': M¥ mﬂaﬂ‘ LARGEST EFFECT ON WORLD?
TZVAH! results: it w0 |

Admittedly, I think many of our saocial followers don’t know these names. Hey { a 1%
guys, let’s learn more!

Honestly, I think I might have chosen Rabbi Judah the Prince, the compiler of the
Mishna. See this week’s Stump The Rabbi for more on him!

Rabbi Judah the Prince 0%

ﬂ

[Flatzadik 33%

SUMMER

WHAT'S THE DILL
WEIRD THINGS JEHWS DI

WHY DO SOME JEWS KEEP A WASH BASIN NEAR THEI

DURING A PREVIOUS EPISODE WE DISCUSSED THAT JEWS

HANDS EVERY MORNING BEFORE DOING ANYTHING E

ACCORDING TO MANY OPINIONS, THIS WASHING SHOU

PLACE BEFORE EVEN TAKING A FEW STEPS, SO PEOPLE

WASH BASIN WITH A CUP NEAR THEIR BEDS, SO THEY
IMMEDIATELY UPON GETTING OUT OF BED.

OTHER OPINIONS SAY THAT AS LONG AS YOU'RE NOT LEAVING THE

BUILDING IT'S OK TO WALK TO THE SINK. HOWEVER HANDS SHouLD Can you find: = 5Crayons
CERTAINLY BE WASHED BEFORE GETTING DRESSED, BRUSHING = GChapstick * 4 Dice
TEETH, ETC. = Scissors * Agold hall
_ o _ =  Aremote * The floor
“According to one opinion in the Taimud, Joshua wrote the final 8 verses - 2 Mini Donuts - Key Ring

“Chronologically, Jeremian should be placed later Talmud Bava Basra 140 places it .
[IEFB due to other I][II]SI[IEFEIIIMS. _ ' = 3Dreidels

distant. MITZIHAZ2 ™" JEYWNIOR NCSYevewrswraumar




