
Do you know a Jewish kid or 
teen who could benefit from 

year- round Jewish engagement 
anywhere on the West Coast?

CONTACT US. WE CAN HELP!

“If you follow all my 
rules, then your re-
ward is… that you 
followed all my rules!”  

That sounds like an odd 
reward.  I tried this with my kids and it got mixed 
reviews.  I’m kidding, they were not mixed at all.  
Kids don’t think that is funny.  At.  All.

The beginning of this week’s Torah portion has 
very interesting wording.  “See, I have put before 
you… a blessing and a curse… the blessing, 
that you will listen…  If you pay attention to the 
words, you might notice that it doesn’t say “You 
get the blessing IF you listen.”  It says the bless-
ing is THAT you listen. We know that the Torah 
is extremely  precise in the way it speaks, so if 
it says something in an unusual 
way, that 

means something.  A number of commentators 
point this out, and they explain that the Torah is 
indeed being very clear and specific.  

There are people in the world who try to live 
without rules and without discipline.  As a rule 
(pun intended), their lives lives are chaotic, un-
happy and filled with drama and trauma.  One of 
the greatest gifts we can give our children, and 
ourselves, is a structured system of values and 
social cues.  People who follow a path, rules to 
live by, aren’t only better people than they could 
have been otherwise. They are happier people.

So God tells us that if we follow His rules, the 
greatest blessing is THAT we follow His rules.  
Sure, there are other side benefits (as the Torah 

goes on to describe), but the main prize 
is the path itself.  There may be times in 
life when you think to yourself, “I wish 
I could do whatever I want!”  What kid 
hasn’t dreamed of that?  Yet in reality, 
we would not be better off that way.  
Rules rule!
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CULTURAL OVERLAP

Is it coincidence that 
Jews eat challah, 

and many Mexicans 
enjoy Challapeno?

Here at U of H Cultural Overlap department, 
we endeavor to fabricate connections that 
may or may not actually exist.  Did ancient 
Hebrews and ancient Mexicans share cul-
tural items thousands of years ago?  We 

would like to imagine they might have!

CULTURAL OVERLAP

Nachos = Nachas 

...and for my final exhibit...

we’d like to wish an awesometastic

MAZEL TOV                     

Maeven Fanebust
upon her engagement to Rafael Litman!

to  long time CNW 
family  member

Our successfulOur successful  FOURTEENTHFOURTEENTH  summer!summer!

Thanks to our many sponsors, donors and volunteers, we have 
successfully concluded Camp Nageela West 2023!

Through the past 6 weeks, 45 Nageela campers have enjoyed 
5 national parks, amusement parks, camping, hiking, axe 

throwing, laser tag, rock climbing, a ropes course, speedboat-
ing, ice skating, swimming, baking, ceramics, dancing, bowl-

ing, arcades, soccer, basketball, volleyball and football.
They have experienced Shabbos singing, Torah reading, educa-

tional games, Q&A sessions and 1 on 1 learning.  
Please stay tuned for more highlights, videos, photos and sto-

ries in the coming weeks!

Question OF THE WEEK
CAN YOU FIND 5 COMMANDMENTS IN THIS WEEK’S 

PARSHA REVOLVING AROUND 
THE NuMBER 7??

 NO CHEATING
answer on page 4



 
  

Hi Rabbi,

Why do bad things happen to good people?  
If it’s true that there is a God and, God is good, and God 
controls everything, why wouldn’t he make it so that good 
people have great lives?  Also, if we are God’s people and we 
have stood up through history for morality and goodness, 
why do the Jews have so much trouble?

Thanks,
 Percy Cuted

 
Dear Percy,

Let’s split this question into two parts.  To-
day we will focus on the national question.  
If we’re God’s people, shouldn’t we get 
special treatment?
This week’s Torah portion provides the 
answer to this question.  The portion 
begins by describing the ‘blessings 
and the curses:’ the awesome bene-
fits and blessings the Jewish people 
are entitled to when we are acting as 
we should, and the troubles we go 
through when we are not.

One of the greatest sports movies, 
in my opinion, is Miracle, the story of 
the 1980 US Olympic hockey team and 
their unlikely victory over the unbeat-
able Soviet team. One memorable scene 
takes place after a terrible loss, and the 
coach, Herb Brooks, makes the team 
go through incredibly painful and ex-
hausting skating drills.  Over and over 
they skate line to line, until they’re 
dropping from exhaustion.  The whis-
tle blows over and over and the players 

are suffering.  Until one player answers the 
question, “Who do you play for?”  He barely 
gets out the words, “I play for the United 
States of America!”  This is a turning point 
in their quest for Olympic gold, realizing (in 
the words of the coach) that the name on the 
front of the jersey is more important than 
the name on the back.

The Torah outlines our national mission.  
Then it tells us about the intense mea-
sures our Coach will take, to ensure 
that we remember that our national 
identity is more important than our 
individual egos.  The Talmud tells us 

that the temple’s destruction and our 
lonnnnnng exile are because the Jewish 
people don’t get along.  Look around the 
world today.  Does it seem like we ‘play 
as a team?’  

It is only because God loves us and 
believes in us that He sometimes deals 

with us in a forceful way.  We are the 
team with Olympic hopes.  We are the 
nation with the potential of Abraham and 
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Who Do You 
Play For?

Stump the Rabbi is a forum where kids can ask ANY Jewish question. 

Have a question? Please send it in to stump@nageelawest.org
(Most) questions here are real. Names and some wording have been changed.

Note & Disclaimer: Note & Disclaimer: We call this ‘Stump The Rabbi’ for fun, but that’s 
not really the point. The goal is to learn something important in an interesting way.

The answers here should not be taken as halachic decisions.  You should always ask a competent 
Rabbi personally.

??? ???DAYS UNTIL 
CNW GIRLS 
2024

DAYS UNTIL 
CNW BOYS 
2024

WHEN WILL THE COUNTDOWN BEGIN?



ANSWER OF THE WEEK
QUESTION ON PAGE 2

HEY! STOP! THINK FIRST.  NO PEEKING!HEY! STOP! THINK FIRST.  NO PEEKING!

1. Shemita, the sabbatical year.
2. hebrew slaves go free in the seventh year.

3. seven days of passover.
4. seven weeks counting the omer.

5. seven days of sukkos.

Sarah.  We are 
the chosen few, but we 

can’t win on talent alone.  Hopefully this will 
provide a bit of perspective on why Jewish histo-
ry has sometimes been harsh.  BTW, if you think 
about the relative lack of persecution in the past 
75 years, and how quickly the Jewish nation is 
disappearing behind a fog of apathy, ignorance 
and assimilation, you’ll gain some more insight 
into how we are helped by those difficult lessons 
we are taught from time to time.

Next week we will address the next part of the 
question; the individual.

Have a Nageela Shabbos,
     

The Rabbi
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beware of friendship with 
tennis players.

to them, love means nothing.

Think you can do better?  You’re probably right. 
Send your jokes in to dlocker@nageelawest.org

Sponsored by the Streiter 
family, may their children 
merit to grow up as Torah 

learning Jews!

We’d like to wish a 
happy birthday to:

Monday, August 21st
Jewnior NCSY Kickoff 

event in Las Vegas!
Stay tuned for details!

Kickoff events coming soon in:

Scottsdale
Park City
San Diego

Los Angeles
Irvine

regional board
for middle school-
ers in formation.
motivated 7th and 8th grad-
ers please contact us!


